ENG L101-01: Western 
World Masterpieces I 
Fall 2013 
Dr. Hardin Aasand 
LA 147 
481-6750 
Office Hours: M - F 10:30-11:30; T-Th 1:00-2:30 
Class Time: T-Th 9:00-10:15 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the “literary masterpieces” that have shaped the Western tradition of literary and philosophical thought. Though we will focus on the major figures from classical to Renaissance texts, we will also include, whenever possible, figures from outside the Western tradition who have affected and been affected by the major European figures we study. Thus, many of the IPFW Baccalaureate foundations should be realized in this course: 
Evaluation Methods 
Four unit exams (Objective/Essay) (20% eachx4=80%)  

Weekly Blackboard Bulletin Board postings (20%)

Required Text 
The Norton Anthology of Western Literature. Ed. Sarah Lawall, et al. 8th edition. Vol. 1. Norton: New York, 2006. 
General Education Learning Outcomes:

1. Written Communication

Upon completion of the Written Communication competency, students will be able to:

1.3. Read critically, summarize, apply, analyze, and synthesize information and concepts in written and visual texts as the basis for developing original ideas and claims.

1.5. Develop, assert and support a focused thesis with appropriate reasoning and adequate evidence.

6. Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing

Upon completion of the Humanistic and Artistic competency, students will be able to:

6.1 Recognize and describe humanistic, historical, or artistic works or problems and patterns of the human experience.

6.2 Apply disciplinary methodologies, epistemologies, and traditions of the humanities and the arts, including the ability to distinguish primary and secondary sources.

6.3 Analyze and evaluate texts, objects, events, or ideas in their cultural, intellectual or historical contexts.

6.4 Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of humanistic or artistic expression.

6.5 Create, interpret, or reinterpret artistic and/or humanistic works through performance or criticism.

6.6 Develop arguments about forms of human agency or expression grounded in rational analysis and in an understanding of and respect for spatial, temporal, and cultural contexts.

6.7 Analyze diverse narratives and evidence in order to explore the complexity of human experience across space and time.
Specific Outcomes:
1) By the end of the semester, you will have read a vast array of classical, medieval, and early modern literature to discover the major themes, concerns, and cultural traditions that have emerged in the literature of the various periods we read. 
2) By the end of the semester, you should have acquired the critical vocabulary and generic breadth to be able to discern both the common themes and the distinct historical and culture conditions of the western literature we read. 
3) You will be able to demonstrate in your bulletin board postings and critical essays your ability to analyze literature through close readings, critical discussions with your peers (generic crossings; literary architecture; landscapes of meanings), and comparative analysis of distinct literary voices discussed in class. 
4) By the end of this course, you will be able to craft and write coherent, cogent essays that reflect the synthesis of literary texts, the cultural influences that inform them, and the historical moments that give rise to literary expression.
Class policies: 
Attendance policy: Classroom involvement is a necessary, essential aspect of this course, and should be viewed with seriousness. Try to make every effort to be in class. 

Plagiarism policy: Plagiarism is the use of original language or ideas without the proper documentation of your source. Any sign of plagiarism will result in the exam receiving a “0.” The instructor’s discretion will be the deciding factor in making these judgements. 

Cell Phone policy: No cell phone use will be tolerated or allowed in this class. All cell phones must be shut off during the duration of this class. 

Special needs: If you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can be made to accommodate most needs. Contact the Director of Services for Students with Disabilities (Walb Union, Room 113, telephone number 481-6658) as soon as possible to work out the details. Once the Director has provided you with a letter attesting to your needs for modification, bring the letter to me. For more information, please visit the web site for SSD at http://www.ipfw.edu/ssd/ 
Tentative Reading Schedule: 

Classical Greek Literature

Aug. 26- Sept. 4 -Introduction, Gilgamesh, pp. 15-34

 
Homer, The Iliad, pp. 107-206 
Sept. 9-11  
Homer, The Odyssey, Books 1, 2, 5, 8-9, 10, 11, 18, 22, 23-4 
Sept. 16-23
Greek Drama –Aeschylus, The Oresteia (Agamemnon; The Libation Bearers; he Eumenides), 502-606
Test #1 Review
October 7- Test #1 
Classical Roman Literature

October 9
 Lucretius, “On the Nature of Things,”  pp. 836-48
 Seneca, “On Anger,”  pp. 848-55 
Oct. 14 (Fall break)

16-21

Virgil, The Aeneid, pp. 926-1023 
October 23
Ovid, Metamorphoses, assorted books, pp. 1027-63
Oct. 28

Review Test #2 
Oct. 30

Test #2 
The Middle Ages

November 4

 Film, Dante’s Divine Comedy
November 6-18
Dante, The Inferno, pp. 1465-1576




Dante,  The Purgatorio
 (excerpt), 1576-94



Dante, The Paradiso (excerpt), 1594-7
November 20

Finish Dante; 
The Koran, pp. 1148-73
Nov. 25

Test #3

The Renaissance 
Dec. 2
 
Petrarch, selected sonnets (pp. 1903-8)

Dec. 4

Erasmus, The Praise of Folly (1922-44)

Dec. 9-11
Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier (selected reading, pp. 2059-2100)
Machiavelli, The Prince (pp. 1949-61) 
Dec. 16, 8-10 a.m.—Test #4
Assessment  Rubric for essay exams:
90-100 A   Excellent writing: minimal number of minor errors in grammar or style, with a standard use of language and punctuation; sentence structure is logical and rhetorically effective with superior use of  transitions between sentences and paragraphs; paragraphs are unified, developed, and effectively placed within the paper’s context. The newspaper as a whole appears authentic and time-specific. The articles reflect effective research that records an accurate sense of the historical period and its subjects, believable in every detail.

80-89  B   Above average writing: competent writing with some errors in grammar or style that affect comprehension; sentence structure is logical and rhetorically effective with some transitions between sentences and paragraphs; paragraphs are generally unified and developed but may lack the maturity found in an “A” quality essay. The newspaper as a whole is a sound newspaper that approaches the essence and topics of the chosen time period, reflecting an adequate level of research and accuracy.

70-79  C Average writing: acceptable writing with assorted errors, some serious, in grammar or style that affect comprehension; sentence structure is adequate but lacking in thematic focus and specificity; paragraphs have some problems with focus, unity, and development with minimal or no presence of transitions. There are some problems in mechanics of punctuation, spelling, and grammar that hamper effective communication. The newspaper fulfills the minimum features expected of the assignment, above a rudimentary level of research and documentation.

60-69  D  Below average writing: generally inadequate writing that displays several severe errors that dramatically affect comprehension; sentence structure is often substandard with underdeveloped or undeveloped focus; paragraphs lack transitions and logical placement within essay. There are a significant number of mechanical problems of punctuation, spelling, and grammar that undermine the effectiveness of the essay. The newspaper appears to inadequately fulfill the minimum features of the assignment and lack a strong research agenda.

below 60 F Unacceptable writing; there are several major errors that reflect inadequate writing for comprehension; sentence structure is generally substandard with no focus or thesis concern; paragraphs lack transitions, development, and all logical placement within the essay. The mechanical numbers are excessive for college-level writing and reflect a failure to grasp English fundamentals. The newspaper fails to fulfill the minimum features of the assignment and fails to suggest any research or effective follow-through.
